
  

 
 
 

NEWS RELEASE Contact: George Diepenbrock 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Communications Officer 
June 24, 2019 Office: (785) 856-7360  

 

 
Nationwide tuberculin shortage makes TB skin testing unavailable 

CDC, KDHE release recommendations for certain providers 
 
(Lawrence, KS) – Due to a current nationwide shortage of tuberculin, 
tuberculosis skin testing is largely unavailable. 

The Lawrence-Douglas County Health Department’s Clinic continues to offer 
blood testing, known as interferon gamma release assays or IGRA. Depending 
on the need for a TB test, the individual may need to consider the blood test or to 
obtain a TB deferral form signed by a healthcare provider, said Clinic Supervisor 
Kathy Colson. The Health Department’s nursing staff will be able to assist clients 
with those decisions. The blood testing screening costs $71.  

During the shortage, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment have given recommendations for 
providers, local health departments, correctional facilities and health care 
settings on how to identify people who can be administered TB skin tests. 

“We are asking all providers, health care facilities, school districts, correctional 
facilities and those in boarding care or nursing homes to review these 
recommendations,” Colson said. 

Providers can view more information about the guidelines specific to your setting 
here. 

The CDC and KDHE estimate the shortage to last anywhere from three to 10 
months. For more resources and guidance on the shortage, visit KDHEks.gov/tb 
or CDC Health Alert. 

About the Lawrence-Douglas County Health Department 
The nationally-accredited Lawrence-Douglas County Health Department has served the 
Lawrence and Douglas County community for more than 120 years. Its mission is to 
advance policies, practices and programs that promote health for all, prevent disease 
and protect the environment. 
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http://www.kdheks.gov/tb/download/TB_Symptom_Screening_Questionaire_During_PPD_Shortage.pdf
https://ldchealth.org/Faq.aspx?QID=65
http://www.kdheks.gov/tb/download/KDHE_TB_Control_Recomendations_During_Tuberculon_Shortage_June_2019.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/tb/download/KDHE_TB_Control_Recomendations_During_Tuberculon_Shortage_June_2019.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/tb/
http://www.kdheks.gov/tb/download/CDC_HAN_420_Nationwide_Shortage_of_Tuberculin_Skin_Test_Antigens_06_06_2019.pdf
http://www.ldchealth.org/

